SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES 9 A.M. / FB LIVE 9:05 A.M.
BIBLE CLASS 10 A.M./SUNDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 6 P.M.
WEDNESDAY EVENING CLASS 6:30 P.M.

Minister Associate/Youth Minister Honduras Missionary
Steve Powers Jason Hart Rusty McMillan
870-741-3092 270-293-4711 rusty_memillan@yahoo.com
mrsteve870@gmail.com  Jasonhart@me.com Edgar Garary &

Elders: Margarito Bautista

Sam Alexander ~ Harold Johnson  Scott Miller

Ken Collins Larry Keener Cub Scott OFFICE
Deacons: HOURS:
David Bell David Glenn Chris Middleton Mon - Fri
Beau Bennett Clint Howard David Presley 8 a.m. -3 p.m.
Winston Bruce  Joseph Jenkins  Travis Prewitt

Brian Calvert David Kernodle  Chris Quattiebaum
William Clark Daniel Lance Rick Quattlebaum
Sawyer Deakins Ron Lenderman

SERVICE & WORSHIP HELPERS- May 4
un rvi .m. / Bible cl 10 a.m. .m.
SERMON: Steve Powers
PRESIDE OFFERING PRAYER: Cub Scott
SCRIPTURE: Marty Burlsworth
CLOSING PRAYER: Larry Keener
SUNDAY & WED. USHERS: David Presley, Dave Tomlinson
SERVERS: Todd Komar, Ron Lenderman, Chris Middleton,
Ethan Middleton, Pete Papa, Chris Quattlebaum,
David Presley, Dave Tomlinson
GREETERS: Komar Family
COUNTRYSIDE ASSITED LIVING WORSHIP SERVICES 1 p.m.
Harold Johnson, Daniel Lance
SONG LEADER 9 a.m. David Bell 6 p.m. Lucas Collins
TECH BOOTH: Clint Howard STREAMING AV: Austin Harris
NURSERY: Beryl Branch, Vickie Burlsworth

WEDNESDAY, May 7
SCRIPTURE & PRAYER: Heath Gipson (Mark 15:15-41)
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Kai Keener
SONG LEADER: Lucas Collins
Attendance
WED: 4/23 129 SUN 4/27: a.m. 262 BC 203 p.m.
CONTRIBUTION: 4/27 $9,626.00
COMMUNION AND BUILDING: David Presley
WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Travis Prewitt
ELDER OF THE MONTH: Larry Keener
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Carrying the Cross

A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of
Alexander and Rufus, was passing by on his way in from
the country, and they forced him to carry the cross.
(Mark 15:21)

We can only imagine the surprise and utter dread
experienced by the unsuspecting Simon of Cyrene as
he was compelled by the Roman guard to carry the
cross of Jesus. Had Simon simply heard the commotion
in the street and run out to look? Was the cross heavy?
Did Jesus speak with him? Was the whole experience
traumatizing? Life changing? Mark’s gospel gives clues
as to just how much the experience of carrying the
cross of Jesus may have had on Simon and his family. He
very likely became a Christian.

Here is one of those tantalizing moments where we
would really love to know more. Given that Mark’s gospel
is very succinct, and thus forceful, we need to ask
ourselves why Mark takes the time to mentionthe
names of Simon’s sons (Alexander and Rufus). There
must have been a reason. Many think it is because these
names meant something toMark’s intended audience
(traditionally assumed tobe Roman Christians). So, who
were they? Paul, in his letter to the Romans (16:13),
closes by telling his readers to greet “Rufus” (and also
his mother, who took care of Paul when he was there). It
is not certain, but this naming of Rufus links at least
three of Simon of Cyrene’s family to the early Christian
movement. What of Alexander, Rufus’s brother? An
archaeological discovery in 1941 uncovered a burial cave
in the Kidron Valley, dating before AD 70, containing a
burial ossuary inscribed twice in Greek as "Alexander
son of Simon." We do not know if this is the same person
- it may just be conjecture - but it seems to me fairly
certain that Simon himself, his wife.and both his sons
were allimportant persons to the early Christian
churech, both in the Holy Land itself, and in the wider
Roman world, in. Rome.

(continued. on inside left panel)
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Men’s ‘Fellowshi _ The Parable of the Lost Sheep
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Neighbor’s Mill Ny raine Herb Gipson  Faye Kisner James Reddell “I decided that I would do the
cards & prayers while Dawn Greer  Marjorie Malone lost sheep because I love how
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