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M . HOURS'. Jesus was the master at using everyday life to illustrate spiritual realities. He used
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William Clark Daniel Lance Rick Quattiebaum X NU RASIEIIERKI I\EAIIEg gg ERS The whole image of the vine, the branches and the work of the *husbandman’ (KJV)
Sawyer Deakins Ron Lenderman }i{ PLEASE SIGN UP! is fascinating. The entire discourse is very well known, and so some details may pass
& us by, because we are so familiar with them. Notice that Jesus does not say He is a
SERVICE & WORSHIP HELPERS September 27 Come watch our sweet place (the vineyard itself) but rather He is the growing entity within the vineyard, the
n rvi m. / Bible cl 1 m m. P “ k P ) growing vine. In this metaphor, Jesus is not a lifeless object. Rather, he is a life-giving
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relationship: the gardener, God, takes care of the vine (Jesus), doing all that is
necessary (see the pruning paragraph), in order that the “sap” of life courses through
the vine stem and into the branches. We are those branches, and it is our charge to
stay connected to Jesus' life-giving stem. Without Jesus, we branches are fit only for the
fire. Staying connected to Jesus means that we produce the fruit which is the product:
God's love. Continuing the metaphor, we branches are but the bearers of the fruit which
matures on us - we bear the Fruit of the Spirit, we help others, we care, we nourish, we
love and give of ourselves. Other people may be spiritually nourished by “eating” our
fruit - as we are spiritually nourished by participating in the emblems of the Lord's
Supper. To stay with the picture, Christ's love causes us, the branches, to bear the fruit,
the great gift of love, and in denying ourselves and giving of ourselves to others, the
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Pruning and Abiding
WEDNESDAY, September 30 - Pruning is a necessary part of healthy gardening. It seems counterintuitive to our
SCRIPTURE & PRAYER: Daniel Lance (2 Corinthians 9:6-15) t' t minds that cutting something makes it thrive. But such is true of many plants. Pruning is
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Jim Johnson mee lﬂg a d important because it redirects the plant's limited energy and resources toward the parts

that are most useful for growth. It removes dead or diseased parts, encourages new

NOI‘thSlde Wlll "y growth, improves flower and fruit production, and shapes and strengthens the plant. In

Jesus' metaphor, the Father is the gardener. He prunes. He cuts off the vines that
produce no fruit. He prunes the deadness off of the productive vines so that they will be
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begln at 5 p.m. more fruitful. For our part Abiding is the key word. Disciples are to remain, to abide. And
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