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Ken Collins Larry Keener Cub Scott OFFICE S, BB Introduction. In his parables, Jesus always used scenes from
4 everyday life in the Palestine of the 1st Century. Al his listeners,
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harvested in May/June. Nothing can grow in the harsh conditions
of the Mediterranean summer, so the basic background thought
of this parable is about new beginnings and profitability. The main
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WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Sawyer Deakins
ELDER OF THE MONTH: Harold Johnson

Fronds
Dish Name: Sou’mn Food = ?ﬁ '

et

? From the Kichen of Northside Ladies "
q“ﬁ [- t (] [ [. i -
Saturday, If at least 20 people

11/8  have not signed up by
5:30PM  this Sunday, the 26th,

Activity

Building the event will need to

be postponed.

A}

crop was wheat (though barley was also grown); fields were not
separated by fences and plots could be small, handed down to
sons from fathers, and often divided into very small parcels.
Sowing was done by hand: the sower would walk along a path
between plots and scatter all around. Some seed naturally fell
back onto the path, and some onto the rocky outcrops that also
occur everywhere. Jesus' message is astonishing: an average
return from fields would be 7-10 fold (sow one basket of grainand
reckon on a yield of 7 to 10 baskets). However, Jesus promises a
30-60-even 100-fold return. All his listeners would instantly have
understood this to be a mark of God’s extraordinary favor, his love
and care -a miraculous blessing indeed.

The Wayside. With the “precisionless” sowing of first century
farming it makes sense that many seeds would be cast onto areas
where people walked. Unlike modern society, dominated by
motorized and mechanical transportation, ancient peoples walked.
They walked to work. They walked to town. They walked home.
They walked on paths that weaved in and around the corners of
people’s farmlands, and, as we know from modern paths that stray
from concrete sidewalks, NO grass grows where people
continually walk. When | was a student at Harding, | remember the
pains that the groundskeepers unsuccessfully took to prevent
students from taking shortcuts through the grassy areas,
destroying newly seeded areas, and preventing the grass from
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