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Abrahamic circumcision (Genesis 17:10), but Paul was adamant
that circumcision was an Old Covenant sign that was replaced by a
‘circumcision of the heart’: the purity and genuineness of a person’s
Christian faith. Paul uses Titus as an example of how it is the Holy
Spirit that changes men'’s hearts, not legalistic requirements. It is the
gospel that compels us, Paul argued. “Yet not even Titus, who was
with me, was compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a
Greek” (Galatians 2:3).

Titus was a team player. He illustrates to us the importance of a
team approach to ministry. Many people, of all talents and
responsibilities, working together is the Biblical model for church
work. Titus was completely trustworthy, well-organized and humble.
His dependability can be seen in Paul's entrusting him with the
delivery of a second letter to the Corinthians (possibly the very
severe one mentioned in 2 Corinthians 7, now lost), and from the
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fact that when Titus arrived (in Corinth, Crete or elsewhere), Paul
could turn his attention to other things, knowing Titus would carry
the tasks out as well as he himself would have done.

Titus was a follow-up man. The opening of the epistle to Titus
urges Titus to “straighten out what | left unfinished” (Titus 1:&
including appointing elders. Also in the letter to Titus, Paul outli
work and attitudes for Titus to embrace. Paul gave him instructi
about how to treat the elderly men and women of Crete, and in
the younger men and women also, (Titus 2:1-6). These word
have been helpful in light of the reputation of the Cretans fc
difficult: “The people of Crete are all liars, cruel animals,
gluttons” (Titus 1:12).”
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